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CURRENT STATE OF THE SECTOR 

Current legal and administrative arrangements 

 



Law on National 
Mining Reserves 

1950 1955 1958 1970 1972 

Law which create the 
National Nuclear 

Energy Commission 

Mexico joins the 
International Atomic 

Energy Agency 

Entry into force of the  
Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty 

Organic Law of the 
National Institute of 

Nuclear Energy 

1973 

Agreement for the application of 
safeguards signed with the IAEA 

1974 

Civil Liability for Nuclear 
Damage Law  

Abrogates previous Law 

Mexico took the first step in nuclear energy more than 60 years ago, with the issuance of the 

Law on National Mining Reserves, which declares as national reserves the deposits of uranium, 

thorium and other substances that can produce nuclear energy. 

Law amendments International Agreements 

Regulatory Law of 
Article 27 

Constitutional on 
Mining Matters 

1975  

Evolution of the current regulatory 
framework  



Since 1985, the legal 

framework of  the nuclear 

subsector has remained 

unchanged for more than 25 

years.* 

Regulatory Law of Article 27 Constitutional in Nuclear 

Matter.  

Creates: 

V National Institute of Nuclear Research 

V National Commission for Nuclear Safety and 

Safeguards 

V Mexican Uranium 

V National Atomic Energy Commission 

1979  1985  

Regulatory Law of Article 27 Constitutional in Nuclear Matter (in force).  

Extinguish: 

ᾟ URAMEX 

ᾟ National Atomic Energy Commission 

* This law was amended twice in 1998 and 2013, only as regards the names of the agencies. 

Abrogates previous Law 

Law amendments 

Evolution of the current regulatory 
framework  



La Ley vigente en 
materia nuclear 
regula: 

1. The regime of  exploration, exploitation and benefit of  
radioactive minerals; 

2. Nuclear Industry; 

3. Nuclear and radiological safety, physical security,  
and safeguards; 

4. The structure and faculties of  the National Institute of  
Nuclear Research, and 

5. The structure and attributions of  the National 
Commission for Nuclear Safety and Safeguards. 

The current Law on 

Nuclear Matters  

regulates: 

Current  normative  legal framework  
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Federal Government Energy Sector 

Presidency of the United 

Mexican states 

Secretariat of Energy 

National Commission 

for 

Nuclear Safety and 

Safeguards 

(CNSNS) 

Energy Regulatory 

Commission 

(CRE) 

National Commission for 

the 

Efficient Energy Use 

(CONUEE) 

National Commission 

For Hydrocarbons 

(CNH) 

National Institute 

For Nuclear 

Research 

(ININ)  

Federal Electricity 

Commission 

(CFE) 

Electric Research 

Institute 

(IIE) 

Mexican Institute 

for Oil 

(IMP) 

Mexican Oil  

Company 

(PEMEX) State owned 

productive 

enterprises 

*Divisions that oversee and regulate nuclear policy in Mexico 

 

Energy Policy of the 

country 

National Electrical 

System and Nuclear 

Policy Unit 

ÅDesign and  propose Mexico´s national 

nuclear policy 

ÅIssue or cancel assignments for 

prospecting and mining of radioactive 

ores 

ÅPropose guidelines and programs for 

the nuclear industry  

ÅParticipate in national and international 

research projects 



CURRENT STATE OF THE SECTOR 

Current power and research output 

 



Laguna Verde NPP 
 

Ç Location: Veracruz State 

Ç Operator: Federal Electricity Commission (CFE) 

Ç Regulator : National Commission  for Nuclear Safety and Safeguards (CNSNS) 
Ç Two reactors: General Electric Boiling Water Reactor-5 

Ç Laguna Verde Unit 1 went into commercial operation in July 1990 

Ç Unit 2 went into commercial operation in April 1995 

Ç Net Capacity: 810 MW each one 

Current Nuclear Power in Mexico 



In 2008, Mexico joined its USA 
peers in uprating power 

It  consisted of  the replacement 
and  upgrade  of  equipment  

Power increase  in both reactors 
from 704 to 810 (MW)  

The plant planned capacity  
is up to 1620 MW 

Current (2016)  power of  both 
reactors is 1608 Mw 

Due to the power uprate, the Annual Growth Rate  of Nuclear Installed capacity 

from 2015 to 2016 was of 6.5% 

EPU (Extended Power Uprate) Project  


